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|! ` T 9 combined media company 
l would have a tremendous ability 
e S tr (t O S (t O A S to reach consumers through 
news and entertainment pro- 
gramming. Among Time War- 


@ ner’s properties are HBO, the 
home to “Game of Thrones”; 
Warner Bros., the studio that 


has produced blockbusters like 
“Wonder Woman” and the 
Harry Potter film series; and 


the first blockbuster acquisition proved a similar deal - Com- tion’s largest internet and tele- Turner Broadcasting, which 
BI CECILE KANG to come before the Trump ad- cast’s acquisition of NBCUni- phone providers. With its 2015 includes the news channel CNN 
AND MICHAEL J. DE LA MERCED aa š : : unt : 
Neo ope Ties ministration. — versal - after imposing numer- acquisition of DirecTV, the and the sports-heavy TNT net- 
By challenging the deal, the ous conditions on the trans- country’s largest satellite com- work. 

WASHINGTON Justice Department is taking a action. pany, it also became the largest Makan Delrahim, the Justice 

The Justice Department on starkly different approach to If the deal were to go through, television distributor in the Department’s top antitrust reg- 
Monday sued to block AT&T’s antitrust issues than the Obama the combined companies would United States. ulator, said the department 
$85.4 billion bid for Time War- administration did. In 2011, for form a media behemoth. By With the huge amount of 
ner, setting up a showdown over instance, the department ap- itself, AT&T is one of the na- content from Time Warner, the SEE AT&T, 12A 
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BY MITCH SMITH 
New York Times 


LINCOLN, NEB. 

Nebraska regulators Monday 
allowed the Keystone XL oil 
pipeline to clear its final major 
hurdle, granting a victory to 
President Donald Trump and 
Republicans who have for years 
pressed for the project. 

But the pipeline company will 
not be allowed to build along its 
preferred route, the regulators 
announced, opening up new 
questions about how the project 
will proceed. 

The pipeline’s future was 
complicated by the commis- 
sion’s 3-2 vote to approve the 
alternate route. The decision 
drew tempered reactions both 
from opponents of the project 
and TransCanada, the pipeline 
company, which was noncom- 
mittal about its path forward. 

“As a result of today’s deci- 
sion, we will conduct a careful 
review of the Public Service 
Commission’s ruling while as- 
sessing how the decision would 
impact the cost and schedule of 
the project,” Russ Girling, Tran- 
sCanada’s president and chief 
executive officer, said in a state- 
ment. 

The approved route enters 
Nebraska at the same spot and 
leads to the same end point as 
the company’s preferred option. 
But in between, the alternate 
route veers east to follow the 
path of the existing Keystone 
pipeline. 

The three commissioners who 
voted to approve the permit, all 
Republicans, said in a written 
opinion that they were very 
cognizant of the “impacts to the 
natural resources of the state,” 


BY JUDY L. THOMAS, JONATHAN 
SHORMAN AND BRYAN LOWRY 


The Kansas City Star 


Kansas has not had a state 
auditor since the 1970s, but 
several candidates for gover- 
nor think it might be time to 
bring the position back in a 
state rife with transparency 
problems. 

Democrats Josh Svaty and 
Carl Brewer said Monday 
they would like to create a 
statewide office to look into 
complaints about shady gov- 
ernment practices. And Re- 
publican candidate Ed O’Mal- 
ley suggested that Kansas 
could “try out” an auditor. 

Their statements came in 
response to The Kansas City 
Star’s recent series on secrecy 
in Kansas government and an 
editorial on Sunday calling for 
a state auditor whose duties 
would include probing agen- 
cies that skirt transparency 
laws. 

“I believe an open and 
accessible government begins 
with leaders who are willing 
to listen to each other and all 
Kansans to find solutions that 
work for everyone,” said 
Svaty, a former state secre- 
tary of agriculture from Ells- 
worth. “A state auditor will 
provide an unbiased leader 
for all Kansans to turn to with 
their concerns about their 
government.” 

Brewer said that while he 
supports the concept of a 
state auditor, he is concerned 
about insulating the office 


from political pressure. ERIC GREGORY AP but that there was “no utopian 
“Would the state auditor be Diana Steskal rests her head on her husband Byron's shoulder as Nebraska Public Service Commissioners option” and that building the 
rise to leave following their vote approving the TransCanada's Keystone XL pipeline "mainline alternative 
SEE AUDITOR, 12A route" through the state Monday, in Lincoln, Neb. The couple are landowners in the path of the pipeline. SEE KEYSTONE, 12A 
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TYSON ADDS NEW | TV HOST ACCUSED 
PLANT IN TENN. OF HARASSMENT 


BIG SLICK REVEALS 
DATES FOR 2018 


Tyson Foods announced Eight women have told Organizers of the Big Slick 

plans for a new plant in The Washington Post that Celebrity Weekend 

Tennessee, but officials say | television host Charlie Rose announced the celebrity 

they are still considering made unwanted sexual homecoming and fundraiser 

Kansas. 5A advances toward them. 8A will be June 1-2, 2018. 7A 
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